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History of Chinese Herb Shop

Å1871ς1886

Å¢ǊǳŎƪŜŜΩǎ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŦƛǊŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ Lƴ мутуΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ /Ƙƛƴŀǘƻǿƴ ǿŀǎ 
established in South Truckee.

Å1878

Å¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ IŜǊō {ƘƻǇ ƛǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳŎƪŜŜΩǎ ƴŜǿ /ƘƛƴŀǘƻǿƴΦ .ǳƛƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎΥ 
17-inch thick brick walls, fireproof iron doors to withstand fire and vigilante raids. The building has two feet 
of dirt in the attic for insulation and fire protection.

Å1883

ÅA fire breaks out, burning the north side of Chinatown.

Å1886

Å!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦƛǊŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳŎƪŜŜΩǎ /ƘƛƴŀǘƻǿƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŦǘ ¢ǊǳŎƪŜŜ 
due to anti-Chinese sentiment.

ÅEarly 1900s

ÅThe building undergoes significant structural changes: surrounded by numerous frame additions; a large 
concrete block structure is added to the east, altering the original roofline and architectural character.



History of Chinese Herb Shop ~ Continued

EarlyςMid 20th Century
Owned by the Englehart family. William Englehart, Sr. runs a soda and bottling works. During Prohibition, 
rumors suggest the building was used for bootlegging whiskey.

Later 20th Century
Used as a garage by the McCauley family. Later owned by Joe Crawford.

2002ς2006
John McManus restores the building to reflect its 1915 appearance.

2019
John McManus receives the Excellence in Historic Preservation Award from the Historic Preservation Advisory 
Committee.

Present Day
hǿƴŜŘ ōȅ aǊǎΦ aŎaŀƴǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳŎƪŜŜΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ 
community. 



Chinese Herb Shop
Construction Details



Herb Shop along Bridge Street: Garden View and River View



Chinese Herb Shop circa 2002 (Remodel 2002 to 2006)



Herb Shop in 2002

Passage  to basementHatch cover to basement

Front door



Herb Shop 2002 ~ Continued

Original roof? 

Elements of original roof

Interior iron door

Location of original 
boiler



Interior of Chinese Herb Shop after 2006 Renovation



Interior of  Herb Shop: 2022

Iron Door between Brick 
and Wooden Structures 

(former back door)

Basement of Herb Shop

Basement of Herb Shop. 
Location of Stove Pipe ς 

West Wall

Stairs Leading 
to Basement



Herb Cabinet from Chinese Herb Shop

We believe the cabinet was constructed sometime in the 

late 1870s when the Chinese moved to the South River area 

after a series of fires forced their relocation.  The Herb Shop 

itself was built in 1878 and is the last remaining building in 
what was once Truckeeôs Chinatown (TDHS Website)



Early Images of Chinese Herb Shop



New Truckee Chinatown 1879



Herb Shop in Truckee circa Late 1870s



¢ǊǳŎƪŜŜΩǎ {ŜŎƻƴŘ /Ƙƛƴŀǘƻǿƴ ŎƛǊŎŀ мууо



¢ǊǳŎƪŜŜΩǎ {ŜŎƻƴŘ /Ƙƛƴŀǘƻǿƴ /ƭƻǎŜǳǇ ŎƛǊŎŀ мууо
(Chinese Herb Shop shown under red arrow)



Truckee Second Chinatown 1884



Chinese Herbal Shop 1890s



Chinese Herb Shop After the circa 1920s



Chinese Herb Shop circa 1920s


