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Donner Party
The Native Sons of the Golden West was founded 11 July 1875.

White Wooden Cross, Donner Cross, Graves-Reed Camp Site, placed
by citizens of Truckee.

Pioneer Monument erected/dedicated, CHL 134, NSGW.

Donner Party-Graves Cabin Site plaque (tablet), near Donner Cross,
NSGW.

Murphy Cabin Site plaque, NSGW.
Breen Cabin Site defined, under Pioneer Monument.

Donner Memorial State Park established and opened. Category:
Protected areas.

Emigrant Trail on Cold Stream Road, NSGW (moved for [-807?).
Emigrant Trail through Truckee, NSGW (Donner Pass Road).

31 January, California Office of Historic Preservation ID 134 for
DMSP.

The Nevada County Historical Society had its beginning in the fall of
1944 after being inspired by Dr. Robert E. Burns, President of the
College of the Pacific.

Donner Camp Site ECV, NCHS, Tahoe National Forest USFS,
Truckee-Donner Chamber of Commerce, Imogene Chapter 134,
Sierraville (Alder Creek).
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1961

1966

1966

1968

1968

1968
1969
1983

1995

1996

1996

2008

National Historic Landmarks in California, Donner Camp Site NHL
#6600218, 1983 NPS Donner Camp Sites Boundaries delineated for
all three sites.

On October 15, 1966, the Historic Preservation Act created
the National Register of Historic Places and the corresponding State

Historic Preservation Offices. National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP) 66000218 Criterion used A.

Donner Camp Site, designated a National Historic Landmark, plaque
dedicated by Tahoe National Forest, Alder Creek.

50™ Anniversary of the Pioneer Monument (plaque missing that is in
a 1968 Ms. Chapman’s photo and listed in program flyer). NSGW
plaque found in storage at the old Emigrant Trail Museum, April 12,
2018. As of date, there are no plans to place plaque for public view.

June 6, Donner Party Commemorative Medal issued by National
Collectors Mint, sold at DMSP.

Truckee-Donner Historical Society founded.
Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission founded.

National Register “Keeper” signs NHL. Donner Camp Sites
Nomination #66000218 Verbal Boundary Description: 1. Murphy
Cabin Site. 2. Graves Cabin Site. 3. Alder Creek Camp.

Schallenberger Cabin Site plaque dedicated NCHLC and California
Department of Parks and Recreation NEV 95-01.

Donner Party Camp at Alder Creek Valley plaque dedicated by Tahoe
National Forest to commemorate the 150™ Anniversary of the Donner
Party Tragedy.

Tamsen and Elizabeth Donner plaque dedicated by Chief Truckee
Chapter 3691, E Clampus Vitus.

Donner Camp Trail has six trailside signs found on 1/3-mile

interpretive trail. (Lat/Lng 39.37576, -120.18093: 12893 CA-89, Truckee, CA 96161. In the
Spring, look for Small Camas, Beckwith’s Violet, and Primrose Monkey Flower.)

The Donner Summit Historical Society was incorporated by Margie
Powell in 2008.
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2010

2010

2013

2014

2015

2018

2024

The Donner Party plaques placed on Interstate-80 Donner Summit
Safety Roadside Rest Areas, westbound and eastbound of Nevada
County by State Department of Transportation and Nevada County
Historical Society.

Donner Summit Historical Society, Hwy 40 Scenic Bypass, Donner
Summit Overlook. Notes: An interpretive sign as part of the 20-Mile
Museum, signs are removed during the winter months.

Donner Summit Historical Society, Hwy 40 Scenic Bypass, Pioneer
Monument. Notes: An interpretive sign as part of the 20-Mile
Museum, signs are removed during the winter months.

Donner Emigrant Trail 1929 plaque rededication by NSGW and the
dedication of The Emigrant Trail in the Pioneer Days of California
with PM. Weddell Map, TDHS and Chapter 3691 E Clampus Vitus.

DMSP Visitor Center opened. The Origin of the Park plaque in air-
lock dedicated by the NSGW. Notes: Has a QR code but doesn’t
work. Emigrant Museum closed (1962-2015).

100™ Anniversary of the Donner Pioneer Monument

First Nevada County Historical Landmark plaque, NEV 18-xx,
Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission. (Plaque on a
pedestal inside the Visitor Center by the window overlooking Pioneer
Monument.)

Donner Cross (fifth edition of the 1887 Donner Cross), NEV 24-xx,
plaque placed with the 1919 Donner Party-Graves Cabin Site plaque
(tablet), on the Graves Camp site (one of three Donner Party camp
sites) by the Truckee-Donner Historical Society, Quartz Parlor of the
Native Sons of the Golden West, and the Nevada County Historical
Landmarks Commission.
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Notes:

Helen Chapman in 1918 unveiled the plaques for the Pioneer Monument and again
in 1968.

To date, there is no official state landmark plaque for registered California
Historical landmarks with the official bear logo (“bear plaque”) found at any of the
three Donner Party Camp sites.
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